Colonialism in North America

Developed by Gayle Cooper Shpirt and Kate Brandt
This lesson is one in a series of twenty which explores colonialism in North America from the perspectives of three different cultural groups:  Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans.  In the first unit, students learn about the Lenape Indians.  The focus of the unit is on getting students compare cultures and to take on the perspectives both of Native Americans and European settlers.  The lesson is a good example of how nonfiction texts can be woven together with literacy strategies like taking notes in a chart and reading historical fiction that makes historical situations “come alive.”  

In the first part of the lesson, students fill in graphic organizers to compare their own culture to the culture of Lenape Indians, based on a text they read about the daily lives of Lenape Indians.  Through this activity, students work on the literacy strategy of taking notes and paraphrasing information from a text while they also learn to think in terms of culture “categories” such as family groups, ways of making a living, etc.

Students then use the information from their graphic organizers and from the text to create written accounts of a “day in the life” of a Lenape Indian.  This requires them to apply information from the text in a different format.

Finally, a visualization exercise gets students ready to read a young adult novel written from the point of view of a European settler who is captured by Indians.  

Colonial America: Lesson 3

Activity:  Reviewing Homework

In pairs, students share their comparison/ contrast writings and briefly talk about the reasons why they chose their categories.  

Activity:  Extending the comparison between Lenape Indians and students

Materials: Compare/Contrast charts

Steps:

1. Briefly model how you would fill in the compare/contrast chart to compare features of culture described in the reading on the Lenape Indians with your own culture.  Think aloud while making the comparisons, both about your culture and the Lenape’s and the language you use to fill in the chart.  For example, if you are comparing the Lenape family, you might say something like, “Lenapes belong to family only on mother’s side, but I belong to an extended family on my mother’s and father’s side,” and jot down under “Lenape” “rel. only through mother,” and under “me,” “rel. on both sides.”  Continue to make comparisons and jot down notes until you have finished thinking about the similarities and differences in this category.

2. Distribute charts and have students work in pairs to fill in the sections they have already compared in their homework writings.  Each student should have their own chart, but should discuss their ideas while completing it.  When students have completed the sections they did for homework, have each pair choose four more categories to fill in.  Circulate and encourage students to reread sections for accuracy and to paraphrase as they complete the charts.

3. When students have finished completing their charts, have them identify at least two areas of difference between the cultures where problems or misunderstandings might arise and to list these.

4. Each pair shares with another pair.

5. Collect charts and homework writings.

Activity:  Pre-writing:  Taking the stance of a Lenape Indian

Steps:

1. In pairs, students decide to take the point of view of a Lenape man, woman or child.  Using the reading as evidence, have them answer discuss these questions:  How do you spend your mornings?  Afternoons? Evenings?  What do you spend most of your day doing?  What part of your life do you enjoy most? What part of your life do you enjoy least?  

2. Students use the discussion to begin a paper about a day in the life of a Lenape man, woman or child.  To get students started writing, model how you use notes and pre-writing discussions to begin a piece of writing on this topic.  Think aloud as you write the first draft of a paper about a Lenape man, woman or child.  When you finish the first paragraph, elicit from students the areas you still need to think about and cover to complete the draft.

3. Ask students to begin their drafts imagining a day in the life of a Lenape Indian. Have them write for about 10 –15 minutes.

Activity:  Guided Imagery to Introduce Excerpt from Trouble’s Daughter

Materials: Excerpt from Trouble’s Daughter
Steps:

1.
Have students clear their desks and close their eyes.  Ask them to imagine themselves in this scenario:  You are an early settler from Europe.  You are a teenager, and you are living in a wilderness area with your family.  Picture your surroundings.  You live on a small farm with a few fields, but you are surrounded by thick woods with tall trees and bushes that grow so densely underneath the trees that it is hard for anyone to make their way past the farm.   There are a few families living in this area, but not very close by.  The closest family lives two hours away on foot.  You don’t have another means of transportation besides your feet, so you don’t see many people very often.  You work on the farm.  If you are a male, you take care of the few animals that you raise for food.  You plant corn and other vegetables and you hunt.  You work as soon as it is light out, and except for stopping for your meals, you work all day.  If you are a female, you work closer to the house.  You also work outside, raising vegetables in a garden, but a lot of your work is inside.  You weave cloth for your clothing, make your own clothes, your own bread, butter, cheese, candles – everything.  There are no stores nearby.  Also … there are Indians living in their own villages in and around the thick woods.  You don’t know much about them, except that your people and their people sometimes have had terrible encounters.  There have been massacres on both sides.  The Indians don’t want you in this area.

One day when you are in the middle of your work (pick a chore and imagine that you are doing it), you hear a noise.  You look up.  You see, everywhere around you, Indians.  They have knives and arrows.  Quickly and without talking, they come upon your family members and kill them.  It’s all very quick.  You scream.  You run.  You are captured, but you are not killed. What are you thinking?  How do you feel?

1. Ask students to open their eyes and write for five minutes or so.  Ask them how they feel toward their captors.  Do they think they could ever change the way they are feeling? Tell them the reading for homework is a fictionalized account of a true story of a girl who was captured by Lenape Indians after seeing many of her family members killed by them.  Tell them, as they read the account to try to hold onto the way they felt during the “guided imagery” you took them through.

2. Distribute excerpt from “Trouble’s Daughter.”  Have students read silently for 30

       minutes or so until most of them have read up to a certain, pre-determined point.

Homework: Complete the draft of “A day in the life…”  Read the entire excerpt from “Trouble’s Daughter” by Katherine Kirkpatrick (pp. 21-54)
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