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STATEMENT OF WORK

Background

The National Institute for Literacy (NIFL) is an independent Federal organization created by the National Literacy Act of 1991 to provide national leadership and assistance toward the goal of a fully literate America.  NIFL is administered through an interagency agreement with the Secretaries of the U.S. Departments of Education, Labor, and Health and Human Services, and receives guidance from a Presidentially-appointed Advisory Board.   NIFL coordinates efforts for literacy across Federal agencies, promotes public policy for literacy, produces and disseminates knowledge about literacy, and supports state and local programs that improve literacy practice.

In 1998, Congress approved the Reading Excellence Act (P.L. 105-277).  This Act authorizes NIFL to disseminate information on (1) projects developed through local reading improvement subgrants or tutorial assistance subgrants (both funded through the REA state grant program) that have proven effective; and (2) reliable, replicable research on reading.  On January 8, 2002, President Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (PL 107-110).  Title II, Part B of this Act repeals and replaces the REA, and authorizes the NIFL to, among other things, identify and disseminate information about schools, local educational agencies, and state educational agencies that have effectively developed and implemented classroom reading programs that meet the requirements of the Act.

In order to fulfill the Congressional mandates under REA and Reading First, NIFL has established the Partnership for Reading, which represents the collaborative effort of three Federal agencies who share a common mission to enrich and inform the American educational system with evidence-based reading research.  The partners include the NIFL, the U.S. Department of Education, and the National Institute for Child Health and Human Development (NICHD).  Reading First requires NIFL to include the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in the Partnership activities.

PURPOSE:

The purpose of the requirement is to provide technical assistance to The Partnership for Reading for the production of a variety of publications, the dissemination of those publications, and the presentation of findings at a national conference.

Description of Tasks

The contractor shall perform the following tasks:  

1. Produce a new publication series on effective state and local implementation of the Reading Excellence Act (PL 105-277) and implementation issues related to the Reading First Initiative (PL 107-110).   (85 percent of time)

1. Research and write a series of four reports related to how state and local educational agencies have implemented federal reading legislation and/or policy.  Specific issues for research and analysis to be determined by the NIFL Project Officer.

1. Develop publication schedule, recruit potential editors and/or reviewers, and take other steps necessary to ensure the accuracy of information and best quality for each report.

1. Conduct literature review, research, site visits, interviews, and surveys as appropriate data collection methods for each report.

1. Work closely with the NIFL ’s Communications Director to ensure proper printing and dissemination processes are undertaken.

1. Ensure wide dissemination of information published in the series by posting all issues on appropriate discussion lists and coordinating the dissemination plan with internal communication functions. 

2.  Progress Reports and assist with other related projects (15 percent of time).

2.1 Provide a bi-monthly progress report to the NIFL Project Officer.  Progress report should include (a) status of report series; (b) status of newsletter production; (c) status of conference presentation materials; and (e) status of any pending work or activities, and any unresolved questions or issues.

2.2 Assist with conceptualizing, planning, and implementing policy briefings, meetings, and conference presentations as needed.
OPTIONAL TASK

3.
Pending Conference acceptance of proposal, develop and deliver presentation at the National Conference on Family Literacy (March 16-19, 2003, in Long Beach, CA); or coordinate and moderate a panel of experts to discuss the selected issue at the conference.

Schedule of Deliverables

TASK 1:  Publication Series 

Four reports to be completed by the following dates:

· August 12, 2002

· November 18, 2002

· February 3, 2003

· May 19, 2003

TASK 2:  Progress Reports and Other Related Projects 

· Bi-monthly Progress Reports are due on the first Monday of every other month, beginning the first full month after contract award date.  

· Other related projects will be performed during the contract period based upon need as determined by the Project Officer.

· All deliverables are to be submitted to the Project Officer in MS Word format unless otherwise negotiated.

TASK 3:  Conference Presentation (Optional)

· Presentation proposal delivery date will be negotiated once Optional Task 3 is exercised.

Performance Period

The contractor shall perform the preceding tasks for a period not to exceed 12 months and contract will begin on date contract is awarded.

Government Furnished Items

NIFL will provide an office, telephone, computer, and related supplies at its office located at 1775 I Street, NW, Suite 730, Washington, DC  20006, for those days that the contractor will perform work on-site.  On-site work schedule will be negotiated with the Project Officer.

References

NIFL's policy web page may be viewed at:

http://www.nifl.gov/nifl/policy_legislation.html
The Partnership for Reading web site may be viewed at:

http://www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading/
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